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stances, quite independently of the homage question; that
much is certain. But the question is whether you will
have to take over his portfolio or Schwerin's. His Majesty
seems more inclined to the latter than the former. But
that is cura posterior. Our business is to convince the
King that even without advertising a change of system
he can find such a ministry as he requires. I have also
addressed similar questions to President von Moller and
to von Selchow, but am still without an answer. It is a
hopeless state of things! The King suffers terribly. His
nearest relations are against him, and counsel a rotten
peace. God grant that he may not give way! If he did
we should be steering under full sail into the morass of
parliamentary government.

' I dread all business excitement, for the accumulated
burdens together with this political worry are almost
crushing me; still, a good horse may break down but does
not give in. Therefore, let my business troubles excuse
the shortness of these lines. Only one word more: I
have broken down the bridge behind me and must there-
fore go, if the King gives way; but this is really a matter
of course.

'This letter is to reach you by the English courier:
so Schlieffen promises. Send me an immediate answer by
telegraph/

I answered on July 2 :

'Your letter sent by the English courier arrived here
yesterday in storm and rain, and disturbed me in my
pleasant anticipation of the quiet time I intended to spend
in Reinfeld with Kissinger, and afterwards in Stolp-
miinde. Torn by affectionate feelings for young caper-
cailzie on the one hand and the return to wife and chil-
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